
Answering questions- Questions can be effective because they: 

• Give students a purpose for reading 

• Focus students' attention on what they are to learn 

• Help students to think actively as they read 

• Encourage students to monitor their comprehension 

• Help students to review content and relate what they have learned to what they 

already know 

The Question-Answer Relationship strategy (QAR) encourages students to learn how to 

answer questions better. Students are asked to indicate whether the information they used to 

answer questions about the text was textually explicit information (information that was 

directly stated in the text), textually implicit information (information that was implied in the 

text), or information entirely from the student's own background knowledge. 

There are four different types of questions: 

• "Right There"  

Questions found right in the text that ask students to find the one right answer located 

in one place as a word or a sentence in the passage. 

Example: Who is Frog's friend? Answer: Toad 

• "Think and Search"  

Questions based on the recall of facts that can be found directly in the text. Answers 

are typically found in more than one place, thus requiring students to "think" and 

"search" through the passage to find the answer. 

Example: Why was Frog sad? Answer: His friend was leaving. 

• "Author and You"  

Questions require students to use what they already know, with what they have 

learned from reading the text. Student's must understand the text and relate it to their 

prior knowledge before answering the question. 

Example: How do think Frog felt when he found Toad? Answer: I think that Frog felt 

happy because he had not seen Toad in a long time. I feel happy when I get to see my 

friend who lives far away. 

• "On Your Own"  

Questions are answered based on a student’s prior knowledge and experiences. 

Reading the text may not be helpful to them when answering this type of question. 

Example: How would you feel if your best friend moved away? Answer: I would feel 

very sad if my best friend moved away because I would miss her. 


